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Burning but not consumed

Dearly beloved of the Lord,

Grace to you and peace from God our Father.

According to the statistics provided by the 
Ministry of Manpower, the size of the foreign 

workforce in Singapore as of December 2017 stands 
at 1,368,000. Of these, 965,200 constitute foreign 
domestic workers and construction workers. Most 
of them are from South and Southeast Asia, mostly 
Malaysia, Indonesia, Philippines, Myanmar, China, 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, India and Sri Lanka. We are 
indeed right when we say that the mission field is at 
our doorsteps.

This issue of the Express zooms its spotlight on 
migrant workers. We interviewed Dr Goh Wei 
Leong from Katong Presbyterian Church, chairman 
of HealthServe, who was conferred the 2017 
Singaporean of the Year Award for his acts of mercy 
extended to migrant workers and his leadership in 
raising public awareness of these workers so that 
more people are stepping forward to serve them.
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Let us continue to do good to the migrant workers 
in our midst – befriending them, showing deeds of 
kindness, rendering practical help and standing up 
for them especially when they face abuses of all 
kinds. Besides taking care of their physical needs, 
we also want to bring to them the good news of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection, for what can be more 
important than seeing them come to salvation. The 
challenge is for churches to equip their members so 
that as they serve the migrant workers, or for that 
matter anyone, they will be able to engage them in 
spiritual conversations as and when the opportunity 
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OutOut



Moderator’s Heartbeat

arises, sharing their testimonies and the Gospel as the Lord opens the 
doors. The message of love substantiated by acts of love will allow 
these migrant workers to come to know God who is love.

If the migrant workers are not yet receptive to the Gospel, we must 
continue to love them. Perhaps over time, our love for them will soften 
their hearts and they will become more receptive to the Gospel. Even 
if that does not happen, even if they are not interested in the Gospel at 
all or they are totally adverse to the Christian faith, let us still persevere 
in doing good for the sake of obeying Christ’s command to love our 
neighbours as ourselves. Let us do good to them as if we are doing 
good to Christ; let us serve them as if we are serving Christ.

As part of our efforts to feature different EP churches so that we can 
get to know each other better, we also have the privilege to interview 
Rev Dr Christopher Chia, Senior Minister of Adam Road Presbyterian 
Church, to find out more about ARPC’s DNA  and what has led to her 
growth and fruitfulness in ministries.

For Christ and His kingdom,
Rev Lee Kien Seng
EP Moderator

The challenge is for 
churches to equip their 
members so that as 
they serve the migrant 
workers, or for that 
matter anyone, they will 
be able to engage them 
in spiritual conversations 
as and when the 
opportunity arises, 
sharing their testimonies 
and the Gospel as the 
Lord opens the doors.

Let us continue to do good to the migrant workers 
in our midst – befriending them, showing deeds of 

kindness, rendering practical help and standing up for 
them especially when they face abuses of all kinds.
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Christianity to me was 
just simply attending 
church, listening to 
sermons and doing bible 
studies. This was part 
of the reason for my 
lack of “awakening” to 
missions, particularly 
social concerns and 
needs.

Interview with
Elder Dr Goh Wei Leong

On 06 February 2018, Eld Dr Goh Wei Leong, a general medical 
practitioner with the charity HealthServe received the award 

“Singaporean of the Year 2017”. There were nine other nominees, 
which made his win even more humbling.

There are five key aspects of HealthServe work:

1 healthcare; 
2 casework and counselling; 
3 social assistance; 
4 events and outreach; and 
5 education, research and advocacy.

It is a holistic approach to serving the migrant workers’ community in 
Singapore, regardless of race, religion, and nationality. It is a not-for-
profit, NGO community service. HealthServe now has centres serving 
in Geylang, Little India, Jurong, Tai Seng and Mandai.

The Presbyterian Express decided to interview the recipient of the 
award, who happens to be one of our very own Presbyterian Elder. The 
interview was conducted at the HealthServe (HS) centre in Geylang. 
The following is an extract of the interview.

1. Tell us something about yourself

Well, I grew up in a Christian family. Throughout my growing-
up years, I was growing up in Katong Presbyterian Church (KPC) 
– Sunday School, Youth fellowship meetings, and Sunday services. 
Nothing was eventful; pretty much routine. Christianity to me was 
just simply attending church, listening to sermons and doing bible 
studies. This was part of the reason for my lack of “awakening” to 
missions, particularly social concerns and needs. Such issues, after all, 
were seldom addressed from the pulpit.

By Rev Peter Chan
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Special Feature

A medical mission trip to Mongolia with Operation Mobilisation 
opened up and changed my world. During the trip I saw many mission 
agencies working together to provide services to the poor.

Subsequently, another trip to Hyderabad (India) with OM further 
opened up my eyes, mind and heart. There, I witnessed firsthand 
abject poverty everywhere. I visited the infamous “Pipe Village” and 
also several rural projects of OM. During the trip, I had to wrestle my 
faith with the issues of poverty, suffering, social injustice, and need for 
reform and remedial services.

However, there were several “lost” years where I was like many of my 
contemporaries, being preoccupied with work, church, relationship, 
and family. Nonetheless, I was still faithfully serving in the worship 
ministry as a musician.

Then, I attended the BGST one-year part-time “Tentmaking” course 
that culminated with a one-week residential programme at the 
Discipleship Training Centre (DTC). It was during the camp that 
personality and spiritual gifts assessments were conducted. The 
facilitator (Danny Martin) sat down with me and challenged me to 
do what I enjoyed doing most like connecting and networking and 
thinking up new ideas. He challenged me about medical missions 
done in known ‘traditional’ ways. The detailed personality tests done 
showed my areas of strength and passion. So, he challenged me not 
be conventional about what I want to do for my future. Instead, he 
encouraged me to be bold and creative, holding true to my convictions.

I considered all the experiences gained from the trips and the contacts 
as epiphany or moments of illuminations.

So, he challenged me not be conventional about what 
I want to do for my future. Instead, he encouraged 

me to be bold and creative, holding true to my 
convictions. I considered all the experiences gained 

from the trips and the contacts as epiphany or 
moments of illuminations.
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He had lost everything 
coming to Singapore, 
yet he was able to 
say God sent him 
here to sustain an 
injury and then saved 
him, physically and 
spiritually. Many 
supposedly matured 
Christians, if found in 
his situation, would  
complain to God and 
ask “Why?”

So, in 1999 I co-founded an online portal “Linking Hands” to 
coordinate medical needs and medical services. What led me to 
starting it was my involvement in OM India doing medical outreaches 
in the slums. Later on, it grew to include some disaster relief work in 
Orrisa as well as student elective programmes internationally.

In 2006 I met a brother called Shin Yong and we spent many hours 
talking about the issues of the world around us particularly the 
increasing number of migrant workers on our shores. We felt led to 
plug the gap of poor access to medical care of migrant workers. 

2. Tell us a couple of “real life” stories migrant workers being helped  
 by HS

A caveat is needed here: HS is not set up as a Christian ministry or 
mission agency. But from time to time, migrants (who come from 
various religious worldviews) often naturally seek spiritual help 
and that is where HS volunteers sometimes connect migrants with 
Christian faith communities. Here are two heart-warming stories 
that make the sacrifices and services HS rendered worth the while, 
whichever way we choose to look at it, socially or spiritually.

So, here are two true stories. Personally, I learned a great deal from 
these migrant workers, even as they were being helped by us.

b Migrant worker who saw Providence amidst his plight

I learned from a migrant worker this truth: God is real even in the most 
trying situations. A migrant worker who was injured and homeless 
came to HealthServe for help. He then asked his fellow workers at 
Healthserve why HS was providing migrant workers food and other 
forms of practical help. His fellow workers told him that HS did it 
because many were Christians. Before he went back, he shared his 
story. He had been wondering why he came to Singapore, struggling 
with injury and debts because he couldn’t work anymore. HS had 
provided him medical and practical help all these while without 
any strings attached. So, he was convinced that he had been sent to 
Singapore to be found by God. He said he found something more 
precious than livelihood – God!



Special Feature

You know, Peter, though this man was a very new and young Christian, 
he got his theology of God and of suffering right. He put me to shame. 
He had lost everything coming to Singapore, yet he was able to say 
God sent him here to sustain an injury and then saved him, physically 
and spiritually. Many supposedly matured Christians, if found in his 
situation, would  complain to God and ask “Why?”

b Migrant worker became deaf from industry accident gave financial  
 gift to HS

There was another migrant worker who sustained injury from an 
industrial accident. As a result, he became deaf. While he was waiting 
for his compensation to be processed, he was helped by HS in many 
ways. At the end of his long languished wait, there was a big surprise. 
Like the story of the widow’s mite in the Gospels, when he finally 
received his compensation, the migrant worker insisted on giving a 
part of this money to HealthServe. I rejected it, of course, knowing he 
would need the money to help see him through the rest of his life; now 
marred by the handicap of deafness.

As an NGO, we have been receiving money from Singaporeans in all 
walks of life. But, never had I received money from a migrant worker, 
our beneficiary, especially someone whom we had helped! It was very 
humbling, indeed!

This worker persisted in wanting to donate to the work as he was 
immensely grateful. When I finally agreed to accept the donation ( 
a large sum in relation to what he was given) I felt the chains of a 
patronising NGO fall off me. I was liberated. Receiving a gift from 
a ‘lowly’ migrant worker meant that I was put in a position of 
vulnerability. I learnt much from him.

(Comments: I am sure there are many heart-warming stories that Dr 
Goh could tell us but I had only asked for two to allow us to share the 
rewarding feeling of serving the migrant workers community.)

We are too afraid of stepping out of convention 
and explore alternate ways of looking at issues and 

resolving them. Exploring lateral or creative thinking 
will open up new ministry opportunities especially its 

influence and impact on society.
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3. What lessons or message would you like to share with pastors and  
 church leaders?

A few things I personally feel pastors and church leaders may like to 
consider as we journey together:

. We are generally too linear in our thinking. We are too conventional. 
We are too afraid of stepping out of convention and explore alternate 
ways of looking at issues and resolving them. Exploring lateral or 
creative thinking will open up new ministry opportunities especially 
its influence and impact on society.

. We tend to be risk averse. Actually, this point is closely associated 
with the previous. When we are too conventional, always wanting 
to stay “safe”, then we become “risk averse” consequently. When 
we started HS, some people thought it was too risky and doubted 
its viability and effectiveness. We had many failures with different 
ideas and it really was a trial and error-approach to creating new 
programmes and services. What we are today is not a result of a 
neatly put blueprint. It was more a walk into the unknown. So really, 
the entire set up is by the grace of God.

. We should seize opportunities when presented. Again, it’s closely 
related to the previous. If we want to be conventional and stay “safe”, 
we are probably not ready to seize opportunities when presented. 
Perhaps, we might be “blind” to the ministry opportunities because 
they do not appear “conventional” and “safe” to us. One of the 
blessings is that I had a businessman as one of my partners for HS; he 
could see opportunities medical practitioners could not.

. We need to reorient and refresh our understanding of ministry and 
missions. Many of us, pastors and church leaders, keep urging and 
nudging our members to bring people to church. But, it is equally, if 
not more importantly, that we encourage and empower our members 
to go out into the world, live out our faith and shine for Christ. And 
when we are bringing light in to the world, people who have been 
served and given hope by our services and sacrifices, yet without 
strings attached will want to find out more about the Church and 
Christ! We serve because the migrant worker is a fellow human being 
made in the image of God; and this is our response to a God who is 
immensely generous and gracious to us. Our service is not a bait for 
folks to come to church but it is an expression of our deep gratitude 
for a God who loves us unconditionally. Many have asked us why 

Many of us, pastors 
and church leaders, 
keep urging and 
nudging our members 
to bring people to 
church. But, it is 
equally, if not more 
importantly, that 
we encourage and 
empower our members 
to go out into the 
world, live out our faith 
and shine for Christ. 
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we serve. And when asked, we are able to tell them the raison d’etat 
— that it is the love of Christ which compels us. Missions is after all 
‘integral’ where proclamation and good works come woven together; 
not one without the other.

Receiving the Singaporean of the Year has been humbling. One of 
the struggles HealthServe and I have is how do we practice humility 
and meekness in the midst of the noise of the award, how do we keep 
love, justice and righteousness. Jeremiah 9:23-24 is a verse we revisit 
—  “Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, 
let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast 
in his riches, but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands 
and knows me, that I am the Lord who practices steadfast love, justice, 
and righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares 
the Lord.”

(Comments: Sadly, our Presbyterian heritage of understanding 
corporate worship as concluding with “SENDING” has been lost. We 
failed to recognise that all worship of God must ensue in glorifying 
God in the world through our service and good works!)

Postscript

It has been my privilege and pleasure in visiting HS and interviewing 
Eld Dr Goh Wei Leong. One thing that stood out throughout the 
interview was that he emanated or exuded a very strong passion for 
what he does. He was excited, animated, and most of all, he radiated 
a lot of joy throughout the conversation. These qualities – purpose, 
passion, and joy – should characterise all the things that we do in 
the name of Christ, to the glory of God! Take heed then, Paul’s 
exhortation: “And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do 
it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him.” (Colossians 3:17)

Many have asked us why we serve. And when asked, 
we are able to tell them the raison d’etat — that it is 
the love of Christ which compels us. Missions is after 

all ‘integral’ where proclamation and good works 
come woven together; not one without the other.

Special Feature
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Church Spotlight
Adam Road Presbyterian Church (ARPC)

Introduction

Adam Road Presbyterian Church (ARPC) has two ministry venues: 
one at 25 Adam Road and the other at Kuo Chuan Presbyterian 

Secondary School at Bishan Street 13. It has about 30 fulltime gospel 
workers - comprising 10 pastors, fulltime missionaries and support 
staff – serving God joyfully as His “One Church in Two Places”. 

It has a worshipping community of about 2000 adults. God has blessed 
ARPC to be a vibrant inter-generational church with a burgeoning 
Children’s Church of about 800 kids and about 300 youths.

ARPC is also a wholesome international church embracing people 
from all walks of life. Former convicts/drug addicts from its Prisons 
Ministry worship, mingle and serve seamlessly with a significant 
portion of graduates and scholars who make up its congregation. It 
has ministries such as Rhoda Fellowship (Filipino Domestic Helpers), 
Tabitha Fellowship (Indonesian Domestic Helpers), Mandarin 
Ministry, Marketplace Ministry, Special Needs. The backbone to the 
church are the Discipleship Groups. It has EntryPaths (like “Discovery 
Christianity” and “Just For Newcomers”), LifePaths, SupportPaths, 
Ministry Apprenticeship Programme (MAP) and Missions.

I interviewed Rev Christopher Chia, Senior Pastor of Adam Road 
Presbyterian Church (ARPC), to get to know him and the church 
which he has pastored all these years. It was such a privilege, a joy 

ARPC is also a 
wholesome international 
church embracing people 

from all walks of life. 
Former convicts/drug 

addicts from its Prisons 
Ministry worship, mingle 
and serve seamlessly with 

a significant portion of 
graduates and scholars 

who make up its 
congregation.

By Preacher George Ang
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and honour to interview a man of God who really 
loves God, His Word and His people. The purpose 
of the interview was two-fold. First, it was to find 
out about ARPC’s history and second, to check out 
the exciting ministries that the church is involved in.

I must say that when I reached ARPC, I was warmly 
received by the staff. Their hospitality brightened up 
my day. Pastor Chris exemplified this joy as he kindly 
welcomed and escorted me to his office.

Interview

George : May I know how and when ARPC 
started? How long have you
been the senior pastor of ARPC?

Rev Chris : Two small groups - the Woodlands 
team and the Adam Road Ministry - left our mother 
church Prinsep Street Presbyterian Church in the mid-
1980s to do outreach work in Woodlands and Adam 
Road respectively. In 1991, after the sad and sudden 
passing away of Rev Richard Ng, the founding pastor 
of the Woodlands ministry, the two outreach works 
were merged to form the Woodlands-Adam Road 
Ministry (WARM). By God’s grace, WARM grew 
steadily and was registered as an independent church 
called ARPC in 1997. I have been pastoring ARPC 
since Dec 1990.

George : May I know what is the vision of ARPC 
and what is the mission statement of ARPC?

Rev Chris : ARPC is both the acronym of our 
name and our vision: “Always Reaching People for 
Christ”. This motto was actually coined by my wife, 
Mona, in a light-hearted but “sacred” moment and it 
has stuck! The mission statement of ARPC is simply: 
“Saving People by Grace Alone, Bible Alone, Christ 
Alone and Faith Alone for God’s Glory Alone.”

George : What is ARPC most excited about, 
fruitful in and most glad to share with other 
churches? 

Rev Chris : We are passionate about being Bible-
centred, Gospel-centred, and Christ-centred. But that 
is not an end in itself. Some evangelicals highlight the 
knowing of the Word of God so much but miss loving 
the God of the Word. When that happens, we have 
lost the plot. Loving God and becoming like Christ 
is our grand goal. We pray to become like Jesus in 
his sacrificial love and servant-hearted humility. Our 
great delight is to glorify God. 

So, you will always hear about the great Lord Jesus 
Christ everywhere in ARPC – from our services, 
sermons and conversations. We teach our people 
to honor Jesus in our hearts and homes. For us, 
Jesus is everything God sent Him to be for us – our 
Saviour, our Lord, our hope, our joy, our glory. We 
know God our Father through Him. We depend on 
his Spirit. In short, you could call us a 3G church. 
We are God-centred, gospel-centred and a glorifying 
church in love with Jesus. That is our DNA and we 
want to share that with others.  

I must say that when I reached ARPC, I was warmly received 
by the staff. Their hospitality brightened up my day. Pastor 

Chris exemplified this joy as he kindly welcomed and 
escorted me to his office.

Church News
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We work hard at preaching the Bible faithfully 
and to apply it relevantly to the society and world 
which we live in. By God’s grace, ARPC has built a 
strong pulpit ministry. This is the foundation for us 
to nurture mature lifelong disciples from childhood 
to adulthood. We focus on the Word as well as on 
loving each other as Jesus commanded. I have been 
so encouraged by how our people demonstrate love 
in all the seasons of life.

From weddings to funerals, I have been very moved 
by how my ARPC people support and minister to 
each other from joyful moments to sad seasons 
of sickness and bereavement. Most of the people 
who join ARPC are between 20s-30s. Now we 
increasingly welcome children, youth, older couples, 
foreigners  and others joining our all-age church! 
They have very wonderful salvation stories of loving 
and ministering to each other whether they be singles, 
marrieds, or families.

George : What do you think has contributed to 
the “fruitfulness” of ARPC?

We are passionate about being Bible-centred, Gospel-centred. 
and Christ-centred. But that is not an end in itself. Some 

evangelicals highlight the knowing of the Word of God so much 
but miss loving the God of the Word. When that happens, we 
have lost the plot. Loving God and becoming like Christ is our 

grand goal.

Rev Chris : It is God’s grace alone! There is no 
special human formula. Central to our gospel-centred 
ministry is the training of leaders to teach and to live 
God’s Word. Through our leaders, they then pass 
down the same Biblical teachings to our members. 
We preach and teach the same books of the Bible in 
our Children’s Church, Youth Fellowship and in our 
weekly sermons. This triple-learning has blessed us. 
We write our own Bible Study material. Each week, 
about 250-300 of our leaders are involved in teaching 
the Bible.   

The pastoral team, elders, deacons and I pray and 
work hard to shepherd God’s people together. We see 
ourselves as God’s feeble under-shepherds in serving 
our victorious and loving Good Shepherd, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. We are gatekeepers of gospel truths and 
godly living. And we only look forward to hearing, 
not from others, but from Jesus our Lord: “Well 
done, good and faithful servants!”    

After hearing with gladness all that Rev Chia has 
shared with me, I am amazed at how God uses him 
and ARPC to influence and impact many lives to the 
glory, honour and praise of God’s holy and powerful 
Name. Amen.

From weddings to 
funerals, I have been 
very moved by how 

my ARPC people 
support and minister 

to each other from 
joyful moments to sad 

seasons of sickness 
and bereavement.
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We give thanks to God for yet another 
opportunity for members of all churches in 

the English Presbytery to gather together at the 
2018 Easter Convention as one body of our Lord 
Jesus Christ to commemorate his death on the cross 
that has given us victory over death.

This time round, the convention was held on 28 
March (Wednesday) and 29 March (Thursday) at 
True Way Presbyterian Church, and on 30 March 
(Friday) at The Expo, with an attendance of 712, 
740 and about 4,600, respectively.

The Rev Stuart Coulton, Principal of Sydney 
Missionary and Bible College, preached a series 
of inspiring and ministering messages at the 
convention on the themes of Reconciliation, 
Freedom, and Transformation through the Cross. 
God has given Jesus Christ the supremacy over 
all creation including the church. The Lord Jesus 
Christ provides the means for us to be forgiven of 
our sins by his death on the cross, hence reconciling 
us with God. This is the Gospel. There is nothing 
we need to do to add to it. Let us not be deceived 
by human rules then but instead, set our minds and 

through the Cross

Reconciliation, Freedom, 
             and Transformation

Church News

hearts on things above. Let us put aside secondary 
issues which become obstacles in our lives, slowing 
us down and preventing the spread of the Gospel. 
We also have to forgive and love one another, which 
is the perfect bond of unity, and let the peace of 
Christ rule in our hearts.

Based on the feedback received from 380 people, we 
thank God that 8 indicated that they received Christ 
for the first time, 15 would like to find out more 
about our Christian faith, 32 are seeking God, and 
59 recommitted their lives to Jesus. Praise the Lord!

We take this opportunity to express our great 
appreciation and heartfelt thanks to Orchard Road 
Presbyterian Church, Toong Chai Presbyterian 
Church and Bukit Batok Presbyterian Church for 
leading us in worship on the first, second and third 
day of the convention, respectively. May the unity 
of and harmonious co-labouring among the English 
Presbyterian churches prevail for the glory of God.

Soli Deo Gloria!
Preacher Herna Kong
English Presbytery Easter Convention Committee 


